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PEANUTS — that’s what it costs?
Michael A.P. Lloyd

For many Japanese people, PEANUTS is something in a bowl that comes with your whisky
and water. GARFIELD usually conjures up the vision of cuddly toys, or that cute pencil
-case you used to treasure in junior high school days. To those of you familiar with
Shizuoka's many coffee bars, DAGWOOD may be somewhere to tip the scales with a plateful
or two of delicious sandwiches. TINTIN, to the uninitiated, sounds more like something
you'd expect to find at the supermarket than in your local bookshop. Well, if you' re
feeling bored one day, may 1 suggest you treat yourself to a few ENGLISH CONIC BOOKS?

One of the advantages of reading MNANGA, a very popular Japanese pursuit by all
accounts, is that you don’t have to expend too much brain power: so, why not try the same
thing in another language? I often advise students (listen to F.E.N. radio, watch
English movies, sing Karaoke, go to foreign pop concerts, travel abroad etc.) to enjoy
their language studies as much as possible. If you've been studying English for years and
can only see it as a requirement to pass examinations, then think again!

I guarantee that good ol’ CHARLIE BROWN will put a smile on your face whatever the
occasion: perhaps you haven’t received any letters this week, possibly your grades are
lower than expected, or maybe things aren’t going too well with your girl/boy friend. The
chances are you'll find such problems shared by SNOOPY, MARCIE, LUCY, WOODSTOCK or other
such characters. After all, didn’t somebody once say, “laughter is the best medecine”?

So, do yourself a favour and have a little fun. COMIC BOOKS can be enjoyed with a cup
of coffee or even on the college bus. They make excellent presents for a friend, and you
probably won't need a dictionary as many Japanese editions are bilingual. Carry one
around campus in your pocket and check with a native speaker if there are any jokes which
need further explanation. As a result, I'm sure your ability to understand spoken English
will improve, your active vocabulary will diversify, and you'll become more familiar with
aspects of Western thinking which may not be found in an ordinary textbook. Another
advantage, for students with little money, is YOU WON'T FIND CHEAPER ANY BOOKS. What are

you waiting for? It's time to ENJOY your English studies...

(B - Jaf)

Y0UR BROTHER IS THE ONLY PERSON
T KNOW WHO WANTS TO BE THE
| FORTH-THIRD MAN ON THE MOON!

LAST YEARWAS | I'M REALLY WORRIED ABOUT BEETHOVEN HAD HIS THAT'S WHAT T LIKE, A
THE WORST BASEBALL | OUR TEAM, SCHROEPER... T PROBLEMS, TOO ! NICE RELEVAN A
.\ SEASOH QURTEAA THIK UERE' GETTING LIORSE:. | ' w
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